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Builder Points of Interest

Special Builder Breakfast open to all TBA members!  David Crowe, PhD, Chief economist and Senior Vice President at that National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), will be the featured speaker at the next TBA Builder Breakfast Forum taking place on Thursday, August 19th, from 7:30 a.m.  The venue will be announced at a later date.  Dr. Crowe is responsible for NAHB’s forecast of housing and economic trends, survey research and analysis of the home building industry and consumer preferences as well as government policies that affect housing.  The breakfast is free to all TBA members.  Please RSVP no later than Monday, August 9th, by contacting Stacey Turner at 305-9042 or sturner@tbaonline.org.  

Mark your calendar for TBA’s annual PAC Golf Tournament.  Please join fellow golfers at the 15th annual TBA Fall Golf Outing on Tuesday, September 14th.  A 12:30 p.m. shotgun start will begin the tournament, which will be held at the Riverfront Golf Club, 5200 Riverfront Club Drive, Suffolk.  All proceeds will benefit the Political Action Committee.  Refreshments will be provided during the tournament.  Lunch will be serviced 11:00-12:30.  Buffet dinner will be provided after play.  The tournament will be limited to the first 144 golfers (first come – first served) and costs $99 per player.  Sponsorships are available.  Click here to download the reservation form.  For more information, contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.  No refunds after September 7, 2010.
Staying connected with the things that affect the new home industry and consumers is as easy as the click of a mouse.  Click here to read the latest entry of the TBA Blog – “Multifamily pros celebrate.”

On July 15th, Federal Housing Administration (FHA) Commissioner David Stevens unveiled three specific policy changes to strengthen the FHA’s capital reserves while enabling the agency to continue to fulfill its mission to provide access to homeownership for underserved communities.  For the next 30 days, HUD is seeking public comment on the following policy changes: 1) Update the combination of credit and down payment requirements for new borrowers; 2) Reduce allowable seller concessions from six to three percent; 3) Tighten underwriting standards for manually underwritten loans.  Visit <http://portal.hud.gov/portal/page/portal/HUD/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2010/HUDNo.10-150> to access the full press release from HUD and  <http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#submitComment?R=0900006480b1a605>  to submit a comment online.  
Advertising opportunities in the Fall Homearama at East Beach, October 16th through 31st, are filing up fast due to limited space.  With more than 100,000 consumers attending the last Homearama at East Beach, you won’t want to miss this opportunity to target customers.  Marketing opportunities include; advertising in The Plan Book, a glossy consumer magazine; interact with consumers in the Idea Marketplace; and sponsorship opportunities.  For more information, contact sales representatives Kim Powers at 305-9029 or kpowers@tbaonline.org or Sharon Freeman at 305-9016 or sfreeman@tbaonline.org.  Click here to review advertising rates. 

**REMINDER** - ALL MUNICIPAL FEE INCREASES BECOME EFFECTIVE Wednesday, JULY 1ST.  Click here to review the 2010 – 2011 Proposed Fee Schedule for the cities of Chesapeake, Suffolk, Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth and Southampton County.  For questions, contact Patrice Kyle at pkyle@tbaonline.org or call 420-2434 ext. 215.

The Charity house is seeking donations.  From doorknobs to light fixtures, Fall Homearama Charity House builder Scott Crumley is looking for it all.  Construction has begun on the East Beach Home, but there is still a need for donated materials, labor and more for the 2,800 square foot Dutch Colonial home.  St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children, a residential care facility for children with severe physical and intellectual disabilities, will benefit from the profits from the home’s sale.  If you are interested in donating to the project, please contact Jill Woolard at Crumley Group, 428-5252 or jbarnes-woolard@crumley.com.  Follow the process on the Crumley Group Blog. 

On June 17th, by a final vote of 418-3, the House of Representatives voted to boost lending to home builder’s through a new $30 billion Small Business Lending Program.  The fund will provide capital to community banks to increase small business lending.  Your help is still needed to advance H.R. 5409, the Residential Construction Lending Act, which is the stand–alone AD&C loan guarantee bill.  H.R. 5409 addresses the AD&C credit crisis that has plagued builders across the country.  The bill will establish a loan guarantee program for lenders who provide construction loans to builders with viable projects and a tract record of success.  H.R. 5409 gives lenders a reason not to call loans in good standing.  The bill will also expand the flow of credit for the home building industry.  Over the next week your Representative will be home for the Independence Day district work period.  You are encouraged to set up a meeting with your Member and explain how important H.R. 5409 is to your business.  Call your Representative and tell them to co-sponsor H.R. 5409 because it gives builders a chance to build and keep their workforce employed. Use the toll-free NAHB Legislative Hotline to be connected to your Representative by calling 1-866-924-6242 (NAHB).  Write Congress today by visiting www.capitolconnect.com/builderlink.  

NAHB has received word that the closing deadline on the tax credit and the National Flood Insurance Program were passed by the Senate through Unanimous Consent.  Both will be authorized through September 30, 2010.  As of Friday, July 2nd, both items are awaiting the President’s signature.  We will continue to monitor the progress.  Stay tuned for an update.   

Find out what became law on July 1, 2010?  Click here for a comprehensive list of actions taken by General Assembly that affect the building industry.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org.      

The Codes and Standards (C & S) Committee of the Virginia Board for Housing and Community Development voted to defer any decision on whether or not to mandate that all new townhomes in Virginia, including 1, 2 and 3 story townhomes must include a Sprinkler System until the 2012 USBC Code Cycle.  The C & S Committee recommendation will go before the full Board of Housing and Community Development (BHCD) on July 26th.  HBAV staff is optimistic that the C & S Committee recommendation will be approved by the Board.  Last July, the BHCD voted to make sprinklers optional on all new 1 & 2 story detached single family homes.  Should the BHCD approve the recommendation of the C & S Committee on July 26th, the threat of the Sprinkler Mandate on all new homes in Virginia will disappear until the fall of 2013.  In other significant news, the C & S Committee directed the BHCD staff to gather stakeholders and craft a Code Change for the July 26th board meeting to make the 2009 IRC mandate for all new homes to make duct testing and blower door testing an OPTION for this Code Cycle.  The C & S Committee expressed support for the construction of more energy efficient housing, but concerns on the cost of both tests during this time of historic downturn for the new housing industry.  Click here to review the Fact Sheet on the 10 Reasons Why Builders Oppose the Sprinkler Mandate, drafted by HBAV.  For questions or comments, contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org. 

Attention all Framing Contractors, superintendents, builders and remodelers!  Are you tired of failing your truss inspections?  If you missed the June 4th, Truss: Installation and Permanent Bracing Workshop, click here to review the presentation.  For questions, contact Patrice Kyle at 757-305-9015 or email pkyle@tbaonline.org. 
OSHA is on the job and yours could be next!  Do you know if you’re in compliance with OSHA’s laws?  During the May 27th Builder Breakfast forum, OSHA Safety Compliance Officer Richard Kennedy, presented the “Top Ten Cited Hazards in Residential Construction and How to Avoid Them”.  Click here to review the presentation, and here to review the flow chart.  The forum was sponsored by Superior Equipment Sales Inc.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 757-305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org.  

The Virginia Building and Code Officials Association (VBCOA) is a great forum for builders and remodelers to be involved in.  By attending our region’s bi-monthly meetings you can stay in touch with local code officials and the building codes.  This can give the shelter industry a better voice in code adoption and code application.  You can join the local Region VIII for annual dues of $10 and the state association (click here) for $45.  For questions Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org. 

Lots for sale?  If you have inventory lots that you would like to sell, there are several Internet options available to list them for free.  One of them is builder Jack Schoch’s web site, www.luxuryassettrader.com.  The site, which also lists other items for sale or trade, features residential and commercial assets.  Not only does LuxuryAssetTrader.com open another avenue to move inventory, but builders can also find land to build on for potential customers.  Also, lots and homes can be listed for free on craigslist.com. 

Top
NAHB

House majority Leader Steny Hoer (D-Md.) told the NAHB leadership on July 16th that builders need to urge their senators to pass a $30 billion small business lending bill (H.R. 5297) approved by the House that would help ease the severe shortage of acquisition, development and construction (AD&C) loans for small builders.  Click here to review the legislation.  Click here to review this and other industry news in the July 16th Edition of the NAHB’s Washington Update.  

Stay up-to-date on national matters concerning the building industry.  Click here to review the July 12th Edition of NAHB’s Nation’s Building News.  

The House on May 6th approved H.R. 5019, the Home Star Energy Retrofit Act of 2010, by a bipartisan vote of 246 to 161. The legislation authorizes a $6 billion program that would provide home owners with up to $8,000 in rebates for retrofitting existing homes to make them more energy-efficient. As the legislative process moved forward, NAHB was able to secure key changes to the bill, including the recognition of the Home Builders Institute as a certified workforce program under Home Star and a provision to ensure that independent contractors are not excluded from participating in the program.
Click here to learn some of the ways that builders can identify the presence of corrosive Chinese drywall.  Speakers from Marsh USA, Inc. a risk management company, and The NMAS Group, where hired by NAHB to provide their expertise in responding to the Chinese drywall crisis.  Learn more about findings in studying indoor air, gain insight into how to address the problem, understand government reactions, Insurance Provisions and how to protect your brand.  For further information, contact David Jaffe at NAHB at 800-368-5242 ext. 8317.

As an NAHB (log-in required) member, you can reduce your business costs by taking advantage of the discounts offered to members.  All programs, rates and prices are subject to change without notice.
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HBAV

Stay up to date with industry news by subscribing to HBA Virginia’s eVoice.  Headlines within the July 16th  edition includes: News from the Square; HBAV Local Governments Ignoring New Proffer Law; Third Party Candidates may Affect Congressional Race Results; Chesapeake Bay Workgroups Take on Herculean Tasks; Alternative Onsite Sewage Regulations at Warp Speed.
HBAV LEGISLATIVE BULLETINS – 

Click here for details and further information on other bills of interest.  

Click here to be directed to HBAV’s web page to view the HBAV Legislative Bulletins.
Top
Accomack County

No Updates
Top
Chesapeake

On July 20th, Council modified the proffer policy by reducing twenty-five percent of the maximum amount of anticipated voluntary proffers for school, roads, emergency service facilities and libraries, and to provide that cash proffers for residential development be paid after final inspection and prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy in accordance with 2010 General Assembly House Bill 374.  Click here to review the resolution and associated staff reports.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 757-305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org.
On July 20th, Council denied a resolution to adopt interim administrative policy for the application of credits to maximum cash proffer amounts in exchange for affordable housing and to direct incentives for affordable housing to be incorporated into the comprehensive plan.  Click here to review the resolution and staff reports.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 757-305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org. 
On July 13th, Council approved a resolution requesting the Planning Commission to consider and make recommendations concerning proposed amendments to the Public Utility Franchise Area policies of the 2026 Comprehensive Plan to expand the qualifying criteria for public water connections outside the Public Utility Franchise Area to include property that is resubdivided after September 18, 2001, in a manner that reduces the overall number of parcels for lots, provided all other applicable criteria are satisfied.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 757-305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org. 
TBA members and City of Chesapeake Building Officials have worked on a revised residential plan checklist for plan submittals in the City.  The new checklist includes items to be shown on plans, and a new feature showing items (in the F/C Column) that will be field-checked but not required to be shown on plans.  Please note, all items in the F/C column with a yellow highlighted box no longer need to be shown on plans.  Please review the updated plan review list that must be completed, signed and submitted with plans.  Page three has been revised, stating that Manual J and D calculations must be submitted prior to requesting a mechanical inspection (applicable to single family residences, townhouses, and residential additions). The use of the updated sheet will begin May 10, 2010.  Both of these documents will be required for use on plans submitted May 1, 2010 and after.  If you have any questions, please contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.  

Effective September 1st, 2009, the City of Chesapeake requires that for all building permits issued after September 1st, 2009, a copy of the approved building plans must be available to the inspector on the job at the time of inspection.  The stamped approved construction drawings, including truss plans, engineered lumber plans or details or other approved shop drawings must be on site and available prior to conducting the inspection.  Inspectors are authorized to reject jobs and assess re-inspection fees for any job where the approved plans are not available.  Click here to review the Notice of New Inspection Procedure.  For questions contact Patrice Kyle at 420-2434 ext. 215 or pkyle@tbaonline.org. 

The Department of Neighborhood Services has made available a variety of resources to assist with the development process.  Click here to be directed to the Planning Departments Development, Land Use & Construction web page.  Some of the more helpful checklists are Submittal Package Checklist and Residential Plan Review Checklist and Reference Help Sheet.   For further information, contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org. 
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Franklin

No Updates

Top
Norfolk

The Naval Station Norfolk, Chambers Field Air Installations Compatible Use Zones (AICUZ) Study has been updated.  The AICUZ study update identifies aircraft noise and accident potential zones created by anticipated flying operations at Naval Station Norfolk, Chambers Field.  The study provides data for use in recommending land uses which are compatible with the Navy’s continuing flying mission.  AICUZ data is intended for use by local citizens and governmental officials involved in land use planning and community development.  Click here to visit the Hampton Roads REALTORS Association, Center for Real Estate website to review a brief video to help you better understand the AICUZ classification system and how it impacts housing near military installations, and why it is important to properly inform your clients.  You will also find links for each locality’s City Code of Ordinances, recently updated AICUZ Maps, and the new Residential Disclosure Form (effective 7/1/10).  In the event you were unable to attend the open house, click here to review the study.  Chapter 6, beginning on pg. 71, provides a comprehensive Land Use Compatibility Analysis, including charts and maps for your review.  Chapter 7 provides Land Use Tools and recommendations. Click here to review AICUZ instruction referencing noise attenuation recommendations/guidelines under the AICUZ Program.  See section 3-16 for supplemental notes and suggested land use compatibility charts.  For more information concerning the study, please contact Naval Station Norfolk’s Community and Liaison Officer, Joe Howell, at 757-322-2333.  

Do you build property in East Ocean View?  Bon Secours Hampton Roads Health System’s new community program, Building Healthy Communities, wants to hear from you.  Bon Secours wants to know what you need help with in order to be successful in your East Ocean View projects.  Please call Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or ccotton@tbaonline.org to attend a meeting for East Ocean View builders and property owners to share your ideas, concerns and resources needed to make East Ocean View builder friendly.  
The Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority is seeking Class A & B General Contractors to renovate homes in Norfolk.  If you are interested in working in this area, please click here to view the entire notice.  For additional information contact Cleve Chappell at 235-5953 or 533-4699 or Melanie Murphy at 314-1602 or mmurphy@nrha.us both with the NRHA Residential Rehabilitation Department.  

Building Construction Services Division is currently offering code training classes open to anyone interested in keeping abreast on current codes.  Class is held every Tuesday morning at 7:30 a.m., except following a Monday holiday, at 400 Granby Street, Norfolk.  These classes cover code changes to the IRC and then delve into the nuances of specific code sections.  For more information, contact the Building Construction Services Department at 664-6565. 
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Northampton County

No Updates
Top
Portsmouth

The Planning Commission Department has placed their new application forms on their website.  That email address is http://www.portsmouthva.gov/forms/index.aspx#Planning.  These forms are PDF forms that can be filled out on-line and then printed.  If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact Fred R. Russo, Jr., Special Projects Administrator at 757-393-8836, ext. 4212.
On February 9th, Council adopted an ordinance to rescind Chapter 40 Zoning and replace it with a comprehensively updated Zoning Ordinance and adoption of a new city-wide Zoning Map.  The Revised Map, in conjunction with revisions to the zoning ordinance, are intended to implement the visions and goals of the Destination 2025 Comprehensive Plan through a major update to the existing City of Portsmouth Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map of 1991.  Click here to review summaries of the Revised Ordinance and Revised Map.  For questions, contact Patrice Kyle at 305-9061 or pkyle@tbaonline.org.  
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Southampton County

No Updates
Top
Suffolk

The Planning Commission Subcommittee on Ordinances is reviewing the Table of Permitted Uses found in Table 406-1 of the UDO.  Click here to review the draft amended table.  There are a few changes to the residential districts to permit similar residential uses by right in similar zoning districts and reduce redundant use categories.  If you have any questions, please contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org. 

Public Utilities recently released a draft Pro-Rata Policy.  This policy establishes standards and procedures by which a developer may be reimbursed for cost associated with the design and construction of on-site and/or off-site water and/or sewer (utility) improvements to serve off-site parcels of land in accordance with the City’s water and sewer Master Plan, or as directed by the Department of Public Utilities.  A developer may be eligible for reimbursement when the cost exceeds the developer’s obligations as determined by the Department of Public Utilities.  Click here to review the draft Pro-Rata Policy.  Please review and offer comments to Claudia Cotton at ccotton@tbaonline.org.  
At the request of TBA, Public Works will accept payment of upfront engineering inspection fees at time of land disturbances permit issuance instead of at plan approval was the previous practice.  If you have any questions, please contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org. 

In an effort to clarify the procedure for the streetlight request process in Suffolk, Dominion Virginia Power provided Suffolk with a memo (click here) which explains Dominion’s use of the City account number for all work requests.  Dominion will bill the installation cost of new requests directly to the developer and bill monthly charges thereafter to the City account number provided.  The Developer will verify locations for poles in new subdivisions and will incur the cost of any relocation.  The Developer will need to visit the Dominion website, Outdoor Lighting Products and select what products are intended to be used and include this information with the construction plans being submitted to the city.  Please take time to read the full memo and if you have any questions, please contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org. 

Top
Virginia Beach

A grassroots, community based coalition of civic and business leaders in Virginia Beach have launched Light Rail Now, Inc. an independent, 501-c-4, not for profit organization.  Its mission will be to develop and implement a communications plan focused on providing timely and reliable information on light rail in Virginia Beach.  An Executive Director, Carolyn McPherson, has been hired and a Board of Community leaders representing Virginia Beach civic, community, professional and special interest organizations has been appointed.  If you are interested in keeping informed or assisting in their fundraising efforts, contact McPherson at Light Rail Now, Inc., 1340 N. Great Neck Road, Ste. 1272, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-2268 or by calling 757-377-1850, or by emailing cmcpherson@lightrailnowvb.org. 
The Green Ribbon Implementation Committee initiated an Energy Efficient Buildings Ordinance, included in the FY11 Management Resource Plan document.  In accordance with Section 58.1-3221 of the Code of Virginia, this ordinance allows for a separate tax classification for Real Estate for Energy Efficient Buildings. The ordinance sets a separate tax classification, .15 cents less than the standard approved tax classifications or buildings.  The tax classification amount can be reviewed annually and revised to ensure the classification is equitable or appropriate due to the changes in energy trends and codes.  This ordinance applies to all buildings, new, residential or commercial buildings that meet the energy efficient requirements.  Existing buildings could retrofit systems to meet the requirements and receive a reduced tax rate.  Click here to review the ordinance. For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 757-305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org. 
On July 9th, the City issued DSC Information Notice #170, Clerk of Circuit Court Recording Fees.  Effective July 1, 2010, the document recording fees have been established in the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court.  The new fees may be found on the City of Virginia Beach website, www.vbgov.com.  Click here to review DSC Information Notice #170 for additional instruction on locating the documents on the City’s website.  For more information, contact Clerk of Circuit Court at 757-385-8821.  

At the Developers Council meeting on June 17th, Barry Frankenfield, Strategic Growth Area Manager, Strategic Growth Office of the City of Virginia Beach presented an overview pertaining to future plans of the Strategic Growth Area Office.  Click here to review the presentation.  For questions or to RSVP, contact Claudia Cotton at 757-305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org.  

On June 9th, Planning Commission approved recommendation of an ordinance to amend Sections 203 and 236 of the Zoning Ordinance pertaining to off-street parking requirements.  Click here to review the ordinance.  The major revisions include the adoption of parking requirements as set amount of parking, allowing only 20% more parking than required and requiring that it be constructed of pervious pavers (there is an exception for single-family dwellings and parking garages).  The revisions also include new requirements for motorcycle parking and bicycle spaces for certain uses.  The use of parking agreements to encourage shared parking where feasible is encouraged by the proposed amendments.  This item is expected to be heard by Council on July 13th.  For questions or comments, contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.

The City of Virginia Beach, Development Services Center has addressed concerns of many homeowners, reporting that the cost in time and money of the site plan preparation for small residential projects in the Resource Protection Area (RPA) often exceed the cost of the project and has become a significant financial burden for them with little or no value added to the protection of the Chesapeake Bay.  In response, City Staff developed a new category called “Small Projects in the RPA on Single Family Lots.”  Effective immediately, eligible projects that fall under this new category will have fewer requirements for plan review, approval and permitting.  Click here to review eligibility guidelines, plan submittal requirements and to obtain the required “Checklist for Small Projects in the RPA on Single Family Lots Submittal” form.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9015 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.  
In an effort to provide stronger support and clarification of site stabilization requirements, Virginia Beach Planning Staff has released their final version of the proposed site stabilization ordinance.  Click here to review the ordinance.  At TBA’s request, the staff included a provision that still allows for issuing a temporary condition of occupancy.  In addition, the proposed ordinance references the updated referenced regulations (“Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control handbook” Third Edition, 1993).  Stay tuned for an update.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or email ccotton@tbaonline.org.  

The City of Virginia Beach has addressed the difficulties in achieving compliance with the Uniform Statewide Building Code/International Residential Code Sections R403.3 and N1102.2.7.  The modification for slab-on-grade floors in habitable spaces allows for 1” R-5 rigid insulation to be used at the shoe block.  Click here to review the City’s Memorandum detailing the modification.  For questions, contact Claudia Cotton at 305-9061 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.  This modification may be used in other localities also.   

The Planning Department’s Development Services Center issued DSC Notice #156 – Revised Submittal Checklists.  The revised checklists will now include the email address of the contact person for the item being submitted for review.  This should improve communication and processing.  If you have difficulty with the forms or have questions, contact the Plan Intake Team – Marchelle Coleman at mcoleman@vbgov.com or 385-4906 or Kim Dotson at kdotson@vbgov.com or 385-4276.

Virginia Beach provided a list of items for clarification and of common omission to help expedite the plan review process.  Please click here to view the memo.  This can be used in conjunction with the Residential Plans Review Checklist Guide to help in preparing your plans for review.  This checklist will serve as a guideline to assist in preparing a complete set of plans.  It will not be all-inclusive, but cover most plan requirements; the International Residential Code (IRC) and the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (VUSBC) should be consulted to insure compliance.  If you have questions you can contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.  You can also contact the Building Officials Office at 385-4211.
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Multi-Family

Apartment vacancy rate drops in the region.  According to a new report in a recent Virginian-Pilot article, rents rose slightly this year in the Hampton Roads apartment market.  While that may not sound like good news for renters, it’s a step in a positive direction for the multifamily community, which saw “the regions vacancy rate at 6.9 percent for the six-month period that ended in October, Real Data reported this week.  That’s down from 7.3 percent for the six months ended in April, when the regional vacancy rate for apartments hit the highest point in more than a decade,” according to the article.  Click here to read the article. 

The Virginia Housing and Development Authority (VHDA) launched a new initiative called Virginia Housing Search (http://www.virginiahousingsearch.com/).  This is a statewide website and support system to assist consumers with listing and locating rental housing.  Click here for more information, which includes a flyer for PHA’s or other organizations working with Voucher Holders. 

Due to the ever changing landscape of multifamily housing, the NAHB is proud to offer several new web and audio seminars designed to keep NAHB members informed.  Click here for more information or to register for upcoming webinars and to access past webinars you may have missed.  

Top
Builders and Remodelers

EPA extended the deadline for lead paint certification.  According to the National Association of Home Builders, the EPA has effectively delayed the enforcement of the worker training and firm certification requirements for the Lead-Based Paint (LBP) rule.  Although the rule became effective April 22, 2010, remodelers now have until October 1, 2010, to file for firm certification, until September 30th for to register and December 31st for workers to take the required training course.  However, workers will still be required to use lead-safe work practices during this time.  In light of the extension, TBA is offering lead paint certification courses on August 3rd and August 4th from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., to be held at TBA.  Class sizes are limited, so sign up now.  The course costs $300 per student and is non-refundable.  To register, please contact Maggie Rickard at 305-9053 or email mrickard@tbaonline.org.  

EarthCraft Virginia’s premiere green building program published their Summer 2010 newsletter.  Click here to review the newsletter. 

The APA – The Engineered Wood Association has published “A Guide to the 2009 IRC Wood Wall Bracing Provisions”.  This book was jointly developed by ICC and the APA to help designers, builders, building officials and others effectively understand and apply the wood-frame lateral bracing requirements of the 2009 International Residential Code (IRC).  This new guide covers lateral forces on a house, the history of bracing provisions, code limitations, permissible bracing options, connection details for bracing systems, pony and cripple wall requirements, and whole house considerations using illustrated design examples and more.  Click here to order your copy. 

Paul D. Camp Community College Workforce Development is offering a course relating to basic contractor business licensing requirements and overview (non-credit course) and tradesman licensing continuing education credit courses.  Click here for details about the basic contractor course and click here for details about the tradesman continuing education courses available.  For other classes offered through PDCCC Workforce Development click here.  

Please see Norfolk category above for full details for remodeling opportunities with Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority or click here.

Time to renew your General Liability or Worker's Compensation Insurance?  Then it’s your chance to get a quote from TBA’s licensed insurance company, Building Industry Insurance Association, Inc. (BIIA).  Builders, please check your general liability insurance policies immediately to make sure that it does not contain an exclusion for property damage for “completed operations” coverage for work done on your behalf.  Many policies being written today do not provide this coverage.  BIIA’s insurance does provide this coverage in its general liability policy.  
 

Are you concerned about OSHA compliance?  Our Worker's Compensation Safety and Loss Control Specialist, Jackie Adkins, can provide the tools needed to be in compliance.  This service is FREE to all our BIIA clients no matter what your premium size. For more information and to see what our WC & GL products have to offer call 420-3022 or click here to visit our web site. 
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2010 Legislative Directory

Click here for an updated listing of elected and appointed officials for South Hampton Roads municipalities.  Should you need a list to do a mailing, contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org. 

As always, should you have any questions or comments regarding the TBA Builder Monday Morning Briefing or the Builder Services Division, please do not hesitate to contact Claudia Cotton at 420-2434 ext. 261 or ccotton@tbaonline.org.  
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